Scaling from individual movement and decision-making to population structure is central to ecology; recent studies of African elephant populations which have taken this approach have shed new light on how complex, multi-level social systems are organized.
individuals forming a community structure with 'social cliques' [3] . Initially it may seem surprising that organisms as simple as small fish have the capacity for inter-individual discrimination, especially when considering the huge number of potential pairwise interactions in natural populations [4] . Theoretical studies, however, have shown that non-random assortment of individuals within a population can occur without any individual recognition capabilities at all; if individuals differ with respect to behavioral or motivational properties, they can spontaneously form persistent, and closer, associations with others that are similar to themselves ('self-sorting') [5] .
In 
